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PO Box 179   Westphalia, MI 48894
989-587-4941   fax 989-587-3300

ahccabinets.com

Since 1980

• Custom Cabinetry
• Commercial Casework

• Trim Carpentry

BRANDLE ROOFING
& SHEET METAL CO.

3400 CENTENNIAL DRIVE
MIDLAND, MI

PHONE (989) 496-2076
FAX (989) 496-3960brandleroofing@gmail.com

ALBION ELECTRIC, INC.
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
Derek Klingaman | Vice President

16913 W Michigan Ave | Albion, MI 49224
517-629-6949 | info@albionelectric.com
www.albionelectric.com

Yo u r  S pac e , 
O u r  B u s i n e s s

CONSTRUCTION 
REAL ESTATE 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

FIRSTCOMPANIES.COM 
616.698.5000

6355 EAST PARIS AVE SE 
CALEDONIA, MI 49316

BOYD WATTERSON
A S S E T  M A N A G E M E N T

TIMOTHY M. HYLAND | President | National Director of Sales & Marketing

FIXED INCOME | REAL ESTATE | EQUITY

Office: (216) 771-3450
Direct: (216) 771-3270
thyland@boydwatterson.com

1301 East 9th Street, Suite 2900
Cleveland, OH 44114-3179
www.boydwatterson.com
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Proudly serving customers for 60 years

Traverse City
8300 M-72 East
Williamsburg, MI 49690
P: 231-267-5060

Grand Rapids
600 44th St.
Grand Rapids, MI 49548
P: 616-538-2400

Lansing
3600 N. Grand River Ave.
Lansing, MI 48906
P: 517-321-8000 West Detroit

56555 Pontiac Trail
New Hudson, MI 48165
P: 248-437-8121

North East Detroit
65809 Gratiot Ave.
Lenox, MI 48050
P: 586-727-7502

Saginaw
4600 AIS Drive
Bridgeport, MI 48722
P: 989-777-0090

ALL MAKES, ALL MODELS, ALL THE TIME WWW.AISEQUIP.COM

PARTS        SERVICE         SALES        RENTAL
The best source for your Equipment, Rental, 
and Maintenance Needs since 1961.

1235 Holden Avenue
Milford, Michigan 48381

tel: 248-302-2078
fax: 248-856-2370

Craig.Mortz@CSMMechanical.com

C O M M E R C I A L  /  I N D U S T R I A L

We are capable of providing our
customers with a network of planning
and installation experts, with proven
capabilities and over 30 years of
untouchable experience in design,
installation and maintenance.

S E R V I C E S : S Y S T E M  T Y P E S :
• Trouble Shooting
• Consulting Engineering & Design Build
• New Construction, Renovations & Upgrades
• Plan & Spec Bid Packages
• Testing & Balancing
• Sales  • Installation
• 24-Hour Service Department
• Preventative Maintenance

• Low & Medium Pressure Air
• Steam & Hot Water
• Process Piping & Tubing
• Chilled Water
• High Pressure Stainless Steel Piping
• Air Conditioning & Heating
• Electrical  • Dust Collection
• Ventilation

. ,

We are a certified ABAA Installer

We are a small family owned commercial construction
company  located in Hudsonville, MI. We specialize in:

5144 Chicago Dr. Ste 2 Hudsonville, MI 49426

Contact us:  616.662.3366 cjscoatingssealants.com

@CEIGroupLLC @CEI_Michigan

Michigan, LLC
Built on Integrity... Growing
through Service and Reliability 

Established 1969

Visit Us at www.ceigroupllc.com

Services Provided in the United States and
Internationally7750 East M36 

Whitmore Lake, MI 48189 

517-548-0039 (P) | 517-538-0182 (F)

L.D. CLARK COMPANY
CONCRETE - EXCAVATING

DAVID CLARK - President

P: 517.322.0370 • C: 517.285.9910
www.ldclarkcompanies.com • dclark@ldclarkcompanies.com

7707 Rickle St. • Lansing, MI 48917

SINCE 1903

Building Restoration and Waterproofing Contractors
D.C. Byers Company/Grand Rapids, Inc.

John Stevenson Jr.
CEO

Eric & Sean Lectka
Owners

Office: 616-538-7300 • Cell: 616-299-2393 • john@dcbyers.com
5946 CLAY AVE. SW • GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49548

Specialists in concrete
  and masonry, restoration,

   waterproofing, and epoxy flooring.
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ABC of Michigan Members, 

The last six months have been defined by change.From welcoming 
our new Director of Legislative Affairs and Operations, Eric Chappell, to 
working with the rapidly changing dynamics of our state legislature and 
federal politics, it has been a whirlwind of a transition from 2024 to 2025. 

It is hard to put 2024 into words, especially after the unprecedented ending 
to the legislative session. After beginning with the first democrat trifecta in 
over 40 years, the Legislature ended the term in disarray, thankfully leaving 
some of the most anti-business and anti-merit shop legislation on the table. 

In this issue of Michigan Merit Magazine, you will find detailed 
information on our 2024 efforts to fight for merit shop priorities and flip 
the House of Representative back to merit shop friendly control. We also 
look ahead to 2025 and 2026 where you will find profiles on newly elected 
legislators and information on our upcoming premiere events for 2025, 
Legislative Day and the Michigan Construction Leadership Summit. 

Our goal at ABC of Michigan is to continue to connect you to legislators 
in Lansing as well as important legislation that affects our industry. When 
ABC Members speak, Lansing listens, and we will only amplify your voice at 
the State Capitol in 2025. 

At ABC of Michigan, we defend our industry and the values ABC holds 
so dearly by getting involved in policy and politics and this issue will outline 
those efforts from 2024 and into 2025. 

It is truly an honor and privilege to represent ABC in Lansing. 

For the Merit Shop,

 

EXECUTIVE PERSPECTIVE

SHANE HERNANDEZ
President 

ABC of Michigan

2025 BOARD of DIRECTORS

Pat Cebelak, Chairman 
Triangle Western Michigan Chapter

Jeff Kipfmiller, Past Chairman
Answer Heating & Cooling 
Greater Michigan Chapter

Luke Beach, Vice Chair
Independence Commercial 

Southeastern Michigan Chapter

Ken Misiewicz, Secretary/Treasurer
Pleune Service Company

Greater Michigan Chapter

Steve Alles
Windemuller 

Western Michigan Chapter

Chris Beckering
Pioneer Construction 

Western Michigan Chapter

Robert Clancy
Robert Clancy Contracting, Inc.  
Southeastern Michigan Chapter

Mike Houseman
Wolverine Building Group 

Western Michigan Chapter

Frank T. Mamat
Plunkett Cooney Attorneys &  

Counselors at Law 
Southeastern Michigan Chapter

Steve Russell
A/C Electric 

Greater Michigan Chapter

Brian Stadler
Wolgast Corporation 

Greater Michigan Chapter

Jason Thomas
Ritsema Associates 

Western Michigan Chapter

Tom Vitale
Smith Haughey Rice & Roegge 

Western Michigan Chapter

 Mark Weatherly 
Diamond Shine Concrete &  

Stone Polishing  
Southeastern Michigan Chapter

Shane Hernandez
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ABC OF MICHIGAN INVITES YOU TO OUR 
ANNUAL LEGISLATIVE DAY! This is your 

chance to connect with policymakers, discuss 

key issues affecting our industry, and make your 

voice heard. Together, we can shape the future 

of Michigan’s construction landscape.

WHY ATTEND?
• Meet and network with state legislators.
• Advocate for policies that matter to you.
• Gain insights into upcoming legislative 

changes.
• Be part of a united voice for the Merit 

Shop.

RSVP TODAY! Attendance is Free  

Associated Builders and Contractors of Michigan 

LEGISLATIVE DAY 2025

EVENTS

Scan QR Code to registration
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AGENDA:
 8:00 AM –  9:00 AM  Networking Breakfast/Check-In

 9:00 AM  –  9:15 AM  ABC of Michigan Update

 9:15 AM  –  9:40 AM Republican Senate Leader Nesbitt

 9:45 AM  –  10:00 AM ABC 75th Anniversary Video

 10:00 AM  –  10:45 AM Effective Engagement in the Legislative Process

 11:00 AM  –  11:25 AM Speaker of the House Matt Hall

 11:30 AM  –  12:30 PM Lunch with Legislators

 12:45 PM  –  2:15 PM Optional: Breakout Session 1 – Capitol Tour

 12:45 PM  –  2:15 PM Optional: Breakout Session 2 – Local Government 
    Engagement Training
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Build. Lead. Inspire. Join us for the 2025 Construction Leadership Summit, where industry 
leaders and innovators come together to discuss the future of construction in Michigan. This is 
your opportunity to gain insights, share expertise, and connect with others driving progress in 
our field.

What to Expect:
• Inspiring keynote speeches from 

construction leaders.
• Engaging panel discussions on 

industry challenges and trends.
• Networking opportunities with 

peers and stakeholders.
• Strategies for leadership growth 

and business success.

Who Should Attend?
• Construction professionals across 

all levels.
• Emerging leaders looking to build 

their skills.
• Industry stakeholders and partners.

Associated Builders and Contractors of Michigan 

MICHIGAN CONSTRUCTION 
LEADERSHIP SUMMIT 2025

EVENTS
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Jimmy Yeary 
STORY TELLER, SONG WRITER, SPEAKER

From Nashville to Los Angeles, Jimmy Yeary is known 
for moving people with his words. As a speaker, Jimmy 
magnifies his natural-born storytelling talent and ability 
to connect with audiences to uplift them and guide them 
toward cohesion and unity within their organizations. 

Jim Morris
FORMER MLB PITCHER, AUTHOR, CONSULTANT,  
EDUCATOR, COACH

Jim Morris was a high school science teacher and coach in 
west Texas who miraculously made it the Major Leagues 
at the age of 35. His life story made cinematic history with 
the heartwarming and unforgettable Disney movie, The 
Rookie, starring Dennis Quaid. Jim pitched two seasons for 
the Tampa Bay Devil Rays reaching speeds up to 102mph 
and chose to retire to raise his children. Since 2000, Jim has 
been a highly sought-after motivational speaker traveling 
the world inspiring audiences to follow their dreams and 
never give up.

Keynote Speakers:
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Associated Builders and Contractors of Michigan

CONTRIBUTING to the CAUSE

ABC National Political Action Committee
ABC National PAC requires preauthorization prior to giving. 
If you don’t know your status of preauthorization, so you can 
reach out to ABC of Michigan at info@abcmi.com to check 
your status or request a preauthorization form.  

• Personal checks only (LLCs are allowed with some 
special reporting)

• $5,000 donation limit
• Donations are disclosed to the public
• Can be used to directly impact elections

ABC National Free Enterprise Alliance
• Corporate or personal checks
• There is no contribution limit
• Donations are not disclosed
• Cannot be used to directly impact elections, but can be 

used to educate on issues and where a candidate stands 
on issues

If you would like to make a contribution to the ABC PAC, please 
scan qr code.

AT ABC OF MICHIGAN, our ability to defend the merit shop philosophy and merit shop 
candidates begins with you. When our members step up and give through political contributions, 
we can relentlessly defend free enterprise and open competition in Michigan and across the 
country. 

ABC of Michigan and ABC National have four ways to give and those funds are detailed below. 
Please consider making at contribution to defend the merit shop philosophy. 

POLITICAL AFFAIRS
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ABC of Michigan Political Action Committee
• Personal checks only (LLCs are allowed with some special 

reporting)
• There is no contribution limit
• Donations are disclosed to the public
• Can be used to directly impact elections
• If you would like to make a contribution to the ABC PAC, 

please scan qr code.

ABC of Michigan Corporate Action Account
• Corporate or personal checks
• There is no contribution limit
• Donations are not disclosed
• Cannot be used to directly impact elections, but can be 

used to educate on issues and where a candidate stands 
on issues

If you are interested in contributing to ABC of Michigan’s Corporate 
Action Account, please scan qr code.
 

imegcorp.com

T

i rEng ing
5op

nee
FIRM in U.S.

(BD+C)

616-247-1185
westmaas.com

3025 Sangra Ave SW
Grandville, MI 49418
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CONCRETE • TRANSPORT • CRUSHED AGGREGATES

WHEN SERVICE AND QUALITY COUNT
www.modcoconcrete.com

MODERN CONCRETE
Genesee County - 810.767.6250

MODERN LIVINGSTON
Livingston County - 810.632.3030 

MODERN METAMORA
Lapeer County - 810.678.3555

MODERN SHIAWASSEE
Shiawassee County - 989.723.1622 

www.nugentbuilder.com
NEW HOMES - REMODELING - COMMERCIAL 

11625 Northland Dr NE • Rockford, MI 49341 • 616-866-7663

31604 Pamar Court
New Haven, MI 48048
(586) 749-8593
www.PamarEnterprises.com

Heavy Civil Contractor – Helping
People Solve Their Infrastructure

Problems – Since 1976

www.rsdale.com

Robert Clancy
9342 Marine City Hwy. Casco Township, MI 48064

Ph: 586.725.8801    Fax: 586.725.8601    rcc@robertclancycontracting.com

Underground Utilities • Site Work • Trucking • Demolition

One of the largest commercial food service equipment
dealers in the country, based right here in Michigan.

WE HAVE 17 LOCATIONS ACROSS THE COUNTRY: WWW.STAFFORDSMITH.COM/CONTACT/
(800) 968-2442 • KITCHENPROS@STAFFORDSMITH.COM

3414 S. BURDICK ST. • KALAMAZOO, MI 49001

AGGREGATE

3290 Torrey Rd., • Flint, MI 48507

810.919.7039
www.trpcrushedaggregate.com

C R U S H E D MON - FRI: 7 - 5  •  SAT: 7 - 12
MDOT PIT#25-040

21AA Crushed Concrete • Crushed Asphalt 

Your business is our business. 
Offering fast delivery and brand name 
products at competitive prices, with 
experienced and dedicated support.

HEATING & 
COOLING PLUMBINGHEARTH CABINETS GARAGE 

DOORS

A FULL SERVICE 
DISTRIBUTOR OF

CALL US TODAY! 
(844) WMS-DIST
www.wmsdist.com

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
ENERGY SAVING SPECIALISTS

• COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • AGRICULTURAL
• PETROLEUM WIRING • RESIDENTIAL • CONTROL WIRING

• DESIGN - BUILD • EMERGENCY POWER SYSTEMS • CABLING/
NETWORKING • EMERGENCY SERVICES • CAR WASH SYSTEMS

www.GGEMI.com

Electric
Caro, MI

Scott Gucwa / (989) 551-5506 / scott@ggemi.com
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YEAR IN 
REVIEW

2 0 24

POLITICAL AFFAIRS
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1-800-514-8195

 
CONTRACTORS 

SERVING MICHIGAN 
AND NORTHERN 

INDIANA

Joe Goodman
Managing Member

Office 989-593-2377
517-927-4359
Joe.Goodman@simonbrothersllc.com

1120 N Edgewood Dr.
Fowler, MI 48835

www.simonbrothersllc.com

Delivering EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE Since 1915
Manure Hauling & Agitation • Sand, Gravel Hauling

Grain Transportation • Pool Water Delivery
Light, Medium & Heavy Vehicle Repair

ummitS electric, inc.
Commercial & Industrial Contractors

2544 Acacia  Troy  Michigan  48083
248-689-0300  689-1750 fax

www.summitelectric.ws

Since 1983

Grandville, MI 
616.224.7030 

vdminc.com

SERVING COMMERCIAL AND 
INDUSTRIAL CLIENTS WITH 

EXCELLENCE SINCE 1949

52 Year Anniversary

248-669-5155
1111 W. Oakley Park Rd, Ste 201
Commerce Township, MI 48390

Fire Protection Specialists
Since 1979

www.jacksonassociatesinc.com

Wall Sawing | Slab Sawing | Core Drilling
Curb Sawing and Removal

Dave Tebben

517-482-7600 Office | 517-482-9329 Fax
800-270-4109 Toll Free

3503 West St. Joseph | Lansing, MI 48917
dave@kandhcutting.com
www.kandhcutting.com

550 N. Old U.S. 23
Brighton, MI 48114

Ready Mix Concrete/Retaining Walls
(810) 632-3030 • Fax (810) 632-3034

www.livingstonconcrete.net

65 COLE STREET, QUINCY, MI  49082
Phone: 517.639.4656 Fax: 517.639.3361  www.parrish-excavating.com

We Believe – Let’s All Build Michigan

6875 Dutton Industrial Dr. SE
Dutton, MI 49316

616-698-6397

www.vanlaan.com
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P r o f i l e s
SHANE HERNANDEZ:
Shane Hernandez is the President of Associated Builders and Contractors of Michigan 
(ABC). He’s responsible for the Public Policy and Government Affairs in Michigan for ABC 
Members.

Prior to this role with ABC, Shane spent time in both private business and a public 
office. He holds a master’s degree in architecture from Lawrence Technological University 
and worked for SyDesign Architects for 12 years. Following his time at SyDesign, Shane 
served as the 83rd District Representative in the Michigan House of Representatives and 
was the House Appropriations Chair from 2019-2020. He also spent time as the Director 
of Strategy for Speaker Jason Wentworth, and Director of Caucus Services and Director 
of Policy for the House Republicans. In 2022, following a short time as a project manager 
for a small construction company, Shane became the Republican nominee for Lieutenant 
Governor and running mate of Tudor Dixon.

Shane was born and raised in Croswell, MI and now lives in Port Huron with his wife 
and two daughters.

ERIC CHAPPELL:
Eric joined the Associated Builders and Contractors of Michigan in August of 2024 as the 
Director of Legislative Affairs and Operations. He is responsible for analyzing and tracking 
legislation relevant to ABC members, working with legislators, and managing administrative 
operations.

Prior to ABC, Eric spent nearly seven years as a legislative staffer in various roles 
for the Michigan House of Representatives. Upon graduating from the James Madison 
College at Michigan State University, Eric was brought on to handle constituent relations 
for Representative Gary Howell of the 82nd District. Following this, he worked as the 
legislative director for Representative Jack O’Malley of the 101st district, and after the 2022 
election, served in the same role for Representative Donni Steele of the 54th district. Most 
recently, Eric served as a policy advisor for the entire republican caucus, where he analyzed 
legislation and provided guidance for elected members and staff.

Eric was born and raised in Farmington Hills, MI and now lives in Grand Ledge with 
his wife, Laura.

CHRIS FISHER:
A former President and CEO of ABC of Michigan, Chris Fisher is now a partner at Midwest 
Strategy Group where he serves as ABC of Michigan’s multi-client lobbyist in Lansing. His 
experience and deep-rooted knowledge of our issues helps us establish key relationships with 
like-minded groups and target the proper legislators on any given issue. Chris has a keen 
focus on policy details and a strong ability to navigate Michigan’s legislative process. His 
success in Lansing has earned him the reputation as one of Lansing’s most effective lobbyists 
by the MIRS News Survey and he has also been honored by Crain’s Detroit Business as one 
of “50 Names to Know in Lobbying” among more than 1400 registered lobbyists in the 
state. 

Chris is a graduate of Hillsdale College with dual degrees in history and political science.  

 



16          ASSOCIATED BUILDERS AND CONTRACTORS OF MICHIGAN

2024 CAMPAIGN EFFORTS
ABC of Michigan’s 2024 election efforts invested nearly $400,000 into returning a merit shop majority 
to Michigan’s state house. From direct contributions to candidates and House Republican and Senate 
Republican caucuses, to get out the vote mail and issues advocacy campaigns, ABC targeted 6 districts. The 
merit shop approved candidate won each of those six districts and the House is firmly in the control of a 
merit shop friendly majority for 2025 and 2026. 

Sample of Mailer Ads:
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Sample of digital ads (screenshots):
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“Behind every good business 
is a great accountant.”

888.754.8478 | www.ahp.cpa

We are dedicated to excellence and providing 
outstanding value to our clients.

Experienced. Responsive. Respected.

Customized training to meet your needs
Computer Applications • Kryterion Testing

Basic Skill Upgrading • GED Testing

Education and Training Connection...
Midland, Saginaw and Gladwin Counties.

888-3-U-Learn etc-1.com

Engineered Comfort Systems
www.ecshvac.com | (866) ECS-5029

Air Conditioning • Boilers • Chillers • Dehumidification • Energy Management
Environmental Systems • Piping Systems • Preventative Maintenance Programs

South Florida Branch:
3837 Commerce Parkway | Miramar, FL 33025

Detroit Michigan Branch:
12480 Allen Road | Taylor, MI 48180

Acquisition • Vehicle Selection • Fuel • Maintenance • Safety • Telematics • Vehicle Resale
Metro Detroit Office
29301 Grand River Avenue
Farmington Hills, MI  48336
Rik Ritter • (260) 417-2946
Rik.F.Ritter@efleets.com

West Michigan Office
2720 28th Street SE
Grand Rapids, MI  49512
Dana Barnes • 616-957-5503
Dana.M.Barnes@efleets.com efleets.com

LOCAL FLEET MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS

989.687.4042 geinsulationco.com

965 E. Saginaw, Sanford, Michigan 48657

Interior Finish and E.I.F.S. Contractor
5965 Clay Avenue SW • Wyoming, MI 49548 (616) 531-2330

Labor & Employment / 

Management Relations

Keith Eastland 
eastlandk@millerjohnson.com

Insulation for all mechanical systems of Hot, Cold, and Sound

Mechanical Heat & Frost Insulation LLC
Jennifer Scott

OwnerP.O. Box 20639
Ferndale, Michigan 48220
Main: 517-861-7583
Fax: 844-208-0411

517-861-7583
jenscott.mhf@gmail.com
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Building Automation     Access Control
Energy Management     Video Surveillance

616-224-7036 |  gva inc .com
Grandvi l le ,  MI  49418

www.grayeelectricalservices.com

HICKEY ELECTRIC INC.
RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL

Office: (517) 852-0925
Hickey Electric, Inc. • 5995 Guy Rd., Nashville, MI 49073

Website: hickey-electric.com • Email: office@hickey-electric.com

GENERAL ACID PROOFING, INC.
CORROSION PROOFING SERVICES

 EST.
1977

INSTALLATION OF HIGH PERFORMANCE
CHEMICAL RESISTANT LININGS AND COATINGS

TANKS AND VESSELS • SECONDARY CONTAINMENT • TRENCHES AND SUMPS
FRP REPAIRS AND FABRICATION • EPOXY FLOORING • TRAVEL CONTINENTAL U.S. • 14,000 SF SHOP

(313) 571-1700 • INFO@GENERALACIDPROOFING.COM • 1051 BELLEVUE, DETROIT, MI 48207
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     NEW LEGISLATOR 
PROFILES/SPEAKER MATT HALL

RYLEE LINTING – HOUSE DISTRICT 27
ABC endorsed candidate, Rylee Linting, fought her way through what everyone 
thought was a 50-50 election, upsetting the first-term incumbent Rep. Jamie Churches. 
With Trump on the ballot in this blue-collar district, Linting beat Churches 27,784 to 
25,466, a 4.4% margin of victory. Churches won this district by 1.6% in 2022. The 
27th House District is located on the southeastern side of Wayne County and includes 
the township of Grosse Ile, the cities of Gibraltar, Riverview, Trenton and Wyandotte, 
and a portion of the city of Southgate. Prior to being elected as a state representative, 
Rylee was the Michigan Republican Party Youth Chair, where she worked with young 
adults to get them engaged and involved in both government and their futures. She also 
served as the Motor City Field Representative for Turning Point Action.

STEVE FRISBIE – HOUSE DISTRICT 44
Through a hard-fought campaign, ABC endorsed Steve Frisbie was able to knock off 
the sitting House Labor Committee chair, Representative Jim Haadsma. Haadsma, who 
was in his third term, ran the committee that moved some of the most controversial 
pieces of legislation for ABC members, including Right to Work and Prevailing Wage. 
He has been quoted on the record as saying “So you got to understand I’m a cog. I’m a 
good soldier. I do what I’m asked,” Although Haadsma won by 4.4% in 2022, Frisbie 
was able to beat him in a tight race that triggered a recount. Once the votes had been 
retallied, Frisbie secured the victory by a margin of 79 votes. Prior to being elected, Rep. 
Frisbie spent 40 years as a paramedic/ambulance service administrator as well as serving 
as a volunteer firefighter for Pennfield Township and the Village of Colon. Frisbie was 
also a member of the Calhoun County Commission for 13 years prior to running for 
state office and was the chairman from 2019-2023. Steve and his wife Lorene live in 
Pennfield Township, they have four adult children.
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KARL BOHNAK – HOUSE DISTRICT 109
Karl Bohnak, the Chief Meteorologist for WLUC-TV6 in Marquette, unseated the 
first term incumbent, Rep. Jenn Hill by 2.6 points. This marks the first time since 
1955 that a republican will represent the Marquette area, a strong union district. 
Bohnak was not endorsed by ABC of Michigan, but we believe we will be able to find 
common ground with him and fight back against anti merit-shop legislation.

Aside from his position as Chief Meteorologist for nearly 40 years, Bohnak is also an 
award-winning author and historian with books like “So Cold a Sky,” “Michigan’s Upper 
Peninsula Almanac” (Co-written by Ron Jolly), and his most recent work “Sunburns 
to Snowstorms, Upper Michigan Weather in Pictures and Stories” is a collaboration with 
photo historian Jack Deo. The 109th House District includes the counties of Alger, 
Baraga, Marquette, and portions of Dickinson including the townships of Breen, Felch, 
Norway, Waucedah, and West Branch as well as the cities of Ishpeming, Marquette, 
Munising, Negaunee, and Norway. Bohnak and his wife, Liz, live in Deerton with 
their beloved cat Gracie. He has two sons and a twin sister who live in the Milwaukee 
area. He also has three grandchildren.

RON ROBINSON – HOUSE DISTRICT 58
Ron Robinson, a Marine Corps veteran and ABC Endorsed Candidate, knocked off 
Rep. Nate Shannon, a third term incumbent, to claim the 58th district. Robinson 
outworked Shannon in this race, knocking on tens of thousands of doors and winning 
the election the old fashion way, talking face to face with his future constituents. 
When everything was tallied up, Robinson beat Shannon by a whopping 6.2%, nearly 
3,000 votes. 

Aside from his military service, Robinson served as a Utica City Council member 
and is a small business owner, running businesses in video/photography production 
and real estate. The 58th House District encompasses the entire city of Utica and parts 
of Shelby Township, the City of Sterling Heights, and the City of Warren. Robinson 
is a husband and a father of three adult children.

Speaker MATT HALL – HOUSE DISTRICT 42
Incoming Speaker of The House, Matt Hall, has a strong, Conservative track record 
throughout his time in the legislature and is committed to promoting merit shop 
policies. Speaker Hall is serving his fourth term in the Michigan House. He previously 
chaired the Joint Select Committee on the COVID-19 Pandemic, which uncovered 
many governmental oversights throughout the pandemic. Hall has made it very clear 
that the republicans will expand their oversight efforts and ensure that there is proper 
accountability for the actions of all state departments. His success as Speaker is already 
evident and his leadership abilities are clear, as seen in his organized walkout of the 
Republican caucus during lame duck and the unanimous bipartisan vote to elect him 
as Speaker. ABC of Michigan is thrilled to have Matt Hall as Speaker of the House, 
and we look forward to his continued leadership and dedication to the people of 
Michigan.
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2024

F
ollowing the House winning majority in the November election, everyone knew that lame duck 
would be a wild time in Lansing. Lame duck sessions aren’t always controversial, but they can be 
particularly important when one party controls the Governor’s Office, the House of Representatives 
and the Senate, but knows that control will be lost in the new year. 2024 was the first Democrat 
controlled lame duck session in over 40 years.

While ABC of Michigan spent significant funds on the election, approximately $70,000 was held in the 
Corporate Action Fund knowing significant dollars would be needed to protect free enterprise and open 
competition in lame duck. With the help of $70,000 from the Western MI Chapter, over $10,000 in member 
contributions, and a $100,000 matching grant from the Construction Legal Rights Foundation (CLRF), we 
were able to put together a plan to spend approximately $200,000 to defend the merit shop in the month of 
December. Below is a list of some of our advocacy efforts that helped prevent the passage of harmful legislation 
at the end of the year:

• www.protectingmichiganjobs.org – An issues advocacy website was developed to give talking points 
on our issues and made it easier to email legislators on those issues.

• Digital Media Ads – Nearly half of the funds spent in December were spent on ads targeting 2 Senate 
districts and 6 House districts making the ABC argument for our issues and directing people seeing 
those ads to our new website.

• Texting – Thousands of text messages were sent in the same 8 target districts on a variety of issues. These 
texts were sent specifically when issues important to ABC were on the agenda.

• Patch Through Calls – Live callers made phone calls in 8 target districts with the ability to patch the 
recipient of the call through to their legislator’s office phone.

• ABC National Action Alerts – Action alerts were sent to ABC members when votes were coming up, 
allowing our members to easily email their legislators.

On top of these direct advocacy efforts, ABC of Michigan formed strong coalitions with like-minded business 
groups such as the Chamber of Commerce, the Small Business Association of Michigan, the National Federation 
of Independent Businesses, the Michigan Manufacturing Association, and many more. By coordinating our 
efforts on issues of shared interest, we were able to help protect the overall business community while having 
greater support for key issues that directly impact ABC members. 
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Website with Legislator Contact form:
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Sample of Digital Media Ads:
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Hanba&Lazar

Since 1981, Hanba & Lazar has distinguished
itself as one of Michigan’s leading insurance

and employment defense law �rms.

Lawrence D. Cianciosi, larryc@hanbalazar.com
Michael J. Roney, mikeroney@hanbalazar.com

Attorneys and Counselors

EXPERIENCED.
SUCCESSFUL.

5125 Exchange Dr.
Flint, MI 48507

(810) 767-9400
www.hanbalazar.com

EXPERIENCED.
SUCCESSFUL.

Recycled Concrete & Asphalt Products 
• Chilson Road, Howell
• Kensington Road, Brighton

Natural Aggregate Products
www.gbmsandandgravel.com

• Hogan Road, Fenton

Operated by: DCF Recycling, Inc.

PO Box 1357  •  Brighton, MI 48116 
Phone 810-522-6474 • Fax 810-522-6499

616-538-1300 • o�ce@hlbolkemadecorating.com
3480 Je�erson Ave SE • Grand Rapids, MI 49548

P.O. Box 370
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48804

Quality  |  Integrity  |  Dependability  |  Diversity

Helping your community grow!

√  General Contracting
         √  Construction Management
                   √  Design Build (989) 773-0770

(989) 772-9272 Fax
www.jbscontracting.com

C H I E F B u i l d e r

independent

5701 Safety Drive, Belmont, MI 49306 • Phone: 800-886-1614 • Fax: 616-784-1140
Fire Sprinklers Save Lives www.brigadefire.com

Office 616-265-5980
info@kortmanmasonry.com
www.kortmanmasonry.com

2710 Sanford Avenue SW
Grandville, MI 49418

CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS
669 CENTURY AVE. | GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49341
616.451.3200

WWW.SUPERIORASPHALT.COM
 WEST MICHIGAN PAVING COMPANY SINCE 1983

RECYCLED WINTER HOT-MIX AND COLD PATCH AVAILABLE FOR PICK UP AND DELIVERY

PAVING SERVICES FOR COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, AND RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY OWNERS.
NEW CONSTRUCTION, RESURFACING, SEALCOATING, MAINTENANCE, CRACK FILL, POTHOLE
REPAIR,  PATCHING, STRIPING, DRAIN REPAIR, AND MORE...
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Give your business a competitive edge.
Become a Trade Ally today.  

Resources
Program training

Free online tools 

A dedicated support team

Exposure
Co-marketing opportunities

Free marketing materials

“Find a Contractor” listing

Earning
Project rebates

Exclusive bonuses

Rewards points

Register Now
ConsumersEnergy.com/ABCMI

Count on us to help your business thrive with exclusive promotional 
opportunities, tools and rebates you can pass along to customers 

in the form of more competitive quotes.
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POLITICAL AFFAIRS

The Earned S ick  Time Act : 

SEVEN YEARS OF FIGHTING 
BAD POLICY

While many employers in Michigan only recently 
became aware of the Earned Sick Time Act, 
there are a handful of business lobbyists that 

have been fighting this for almost 7 years. I am one of those 
lobbyists.

The fight began in early 2018 when citizen-initiated 
legislation petitions were being circulated by Mothering 
Justice and One Fair Wage that would mandate paid sick 
time, increase the minimum wage and eliminate the tipped 
wage for restaurant workers. When enough signatures had 
been gathered, NFIB and others worked tirelessly to fight 

signatures to prevent approval from the Board of Canvassers 
(BoC), but we were unsuccessful.

Polling data showed that the general public would vote for 
these proposals, as they have by a wide margin in all other states 
where this has been on the ballot. The outside groups funding 
the effort would spend millions of dollars in dark money, and 
even if that could be matched, it was unlikely to be defeated. 
This is why opponents of the proposal chose a strategy to have 
the legislature adopt the proposal and amend it at a later time. 

In September of 2018, at the urging of NFIB and the 
business community, the Michigan legislature adopted the 

Written by Amanda Fisher,  
Michigan State Director for the National  
Federation of Independent Business (NFIB)
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Minimum Wage and Earned Sick Time citizen initiative 
referendums, thereby removing them from the November 
statewide ballot and almost certain passage. 

This action preserved the ability of the legislature to 
amend these proposals by a simple majority vote and 
approval of the governor. Had they gone on the ballot and 
passed, they could only later be amended with three-quarters 
majorities. NFIB then worked with the legislature to amend 
the language in both the paid sick leave and minimum wage 
proposals during December 2018.   

Those changes still increased the minimum wage, but at a 
slower rate, preserved the tipped wage for restaurant servers, 
and simplified the Earned Sick Time Act by exempting 
any employer under 50 employees, part-time workers, and 
seasonal workers. It also lowered the amount of sick time 
required to 40 hours.

In 2021, Mothering Justice (ESTA) and One Fair Wage 
filed a lawsuit against the State of Michigan with the Court 
of Claims. The case concerned whether the Michigan 
Legislature had the authority to adopt and then amend 
citizen-initiated legislation in the same session. In 2022, the 
Court of Claims ruled that the move was unconstitutional.  
In January 2023, the Michigan Appeals Court overturned 
the Court of Claims and ruled 3-0 that the action WAS 
constitutional. 

Unfortunately, on July 31, 2024, after a six-year court 
battle, the Michigan Supreme Court, in a political decision, 
ruled that “adopt and amend” legislative procedures in 2018 
were unconstitutional. They ordered that the original 2018 
Earned Sick Time and Minimum Wage petitions adopted 
by the legislature in 2018 to go into effect on Feb. 21, 2025.

At this point, the business community endeavored to 
work with the Democrat majorities in the House and 
Senate who ultimately were unwilling to move and changes.  
Their core constituencies were adamant that nothing should 
be changed from the original language including the unions, 
trial lawyers, and progressive groups. Despite this pressure, 
there were some legislators who knew the problems that 
this poorly worded law would cause both employers and 
employees. 

When Republicans took control of the gavel, Speaker 
Matt Hall took action immediately, and because of his 
leadership and negotiating skills, substantial changes were 
made to the original language that include:

• Employers with 10 or less employees are required 
to provide 40 hours of earned sick time per year 
(eliminating the 32 unpaid hours)

• Employers with 10 or less employees have until 
October 1, 2025, to comply

• Clarify notification requirements with more 
accountability for employees using earned sick time 
by allowing employers to provide written policies

• Allows employers to frontload time instead of 
tracking accrual

• Allows for a base wage for variable wage employees 
that does not include commission, overtime, bonus 
etc.

• Exempts youth workers
• Exempts unpaid interns
• Eliminates the presumption of guilt if a complaint is 

made to the department
• Eliminates the ability for employees to directly sue 

employers for alleged violations
While these changes were a move in the right direction, 

there are still changes to be made to give employers clarity 
and small businesses relief. After seven years, NFIB isn’t done 
fighting to make ESTA better and will continue fighting for 
a full small business exemption.  In the meantime, employers 
can find more NFIB resources on ESTA at NFIB.com/MI. 

AMANDA FISHER is the NFIB Michigan State 
Director. The National Federation of Independent 
Business (NFIB) advocates on behalf of small and 
independent businesses in all fifty state capitals and 
Washington, DC.
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Mid-American
Group

Keith Masserant
President

8475 Port Sunlight
Newport, MI 48166

Bus: (734) 586-8868
Cell: (734) 516-4340

E-mail: kmasserant@midamericangroup.com

Creating timeless
beauty etched in
brick and stone

Family owned
business

superior
craftsmanship

unmatched service to
west Michigan and

traverse city
building contractors

(616) 862-0457
Ophoffmasonry.com

J Off. 616.532.3183
 Fax 616.532.0892

M support@jbelectricinc.net
D www.jbelectricinc.net

P 3621 Nardin St. SW
 Grandville, MI 49418

1018 Hogsback Road
Mason, MI 48854

lauxconstruction.com

Office:  517.694.0117
Fax:  517.694.0359

info@lauxconstruction.com

LeVasseur & DeFrank, P.C.
Renaldo P. DeFrank, Jr. • Attorney at Law

Workers’ Compensation and Liability Defense

24725 W. 12 Mile Rd.
Suite 230
Southfield, MI 48034

Office: (248) 356-8600 • Cell: (248) 207-6365
rdefrank@levasseurlaw.com

www.levasseurlaw.com

UNIVERSAL SPIRAL AIR
Manufacturer of Sp i ra l ,  Ova l and Rectangu la r Duct Systems

2735 West River Dr.
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49544
616-475-5905

sales@usaduct.com
detsales@usaduct.com

www.usaduct.com

37050 Plymouth Rd.
Livonia, Michigan 48150
734-261-0410

4005 Roger B. Cha�ee Blvd. SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49548

estimating@zingersheetmetal.com
(616) 532-3121 | ZingerSheetMetal.com

DUCT MANUFACTURING & SUPPLY
RECTANGULAR | OVAL | SPIRAL | CURBS
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Take the Time to Call Today!
abcmifund.org | administered by RPS Regency | 800.686.6640

• $21,625,072 Distributed to participants in 2025  

• Members Average a 46% Return of Premium 

• ABC Membership Required

• Safety Resource Partner

$155  Million RETURNED TO
MEMBERS SINCE 1995
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